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A Lady Eagle prepares to hit a high overhand serve in a set
against Wellpinit this fall. The Eagles finished the season
strong with wins in five out of seven matches.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE

SUPERINTENDENT
Ben Ferney

Our Role in Engaging
Students in Learning

T

HE snow has arrived along with the winter

season! As we transition away from Fall to
this new season, the white blanket covering
everything offers a different view of the natural
beauty of our region, and a chance to widen
our perspective of the importance of our roles
in positively shaping the lives of our children.
Some of the best learning during my K-12
experience took place on the athletic field. Lessons I learned in earning a varsity quarterback
position still resonate with me to this day: the
importance of hard work, perseverance and
teamwork all came from the journey that was
provided through athletics.

The same goes for our students of today
who find their joy and develop skills in sports,
acting, creating art, playing an instrument or
singing. Valley Early Learning Center provides

an important foundation for our pre-school kids
on their pathway to discovering their strengths
and passions along the educational journey.

In a February ballot measure, we will be asking for a renewal of the Educational Programs
and Operations (EP&O) Levy that supports these
programs. This levy will replace current tax assessments at the same or lower rates over the
next four years. I want to emphasize that residents will not be paying any new taxes.

Without passage of the local levy, we risk
funding for the enrichment programs, services
and activities that the Valley community has
come to value for its students over many long
years, nor will the district receive the approximately $1,160,000 each year in state levy equalization (LEA) funds.
Valley School District has the great fortune
of unwavering support from the community
residing in an incredibly beautiful setting. I am
proud to serve in this wonderful district and understand that we are always better together. Join
us in working to provide our kids with the support they need for a well-rounded education. v
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Valley School Earns FieldSTEM Award
alley School received a FieldSTEM School of the Year
Award from the Pacific Education Institute (PEI) for
its outdoor science lessons during the 2020 school year.
Valley School was recognized during PEI’s 2021 FieldSTEM
virtual celebration in mid-November. Due to the pandemic, the 2020 celebration was canceled.
The closure of schools in spring 2020 and a shift
to partial remote learning thereafter prompted Valley
School staff to engage skills and lessons drawn from
PEI’s FieldSTEM framework
and educator workshops.
To get students out in fresh
air and away from so much
screen time at home and at
school, K-8 teachers blended
outdoor activities and FieldSTEM lessons into their social
studies, language arts, math,
art, and special ed classes.
PEI’s Eastern Washington Coordinator Mike Nepean
visited Valley School’s rural site and proximity to the forest and natural environment. He praised the school and
teachers’ success in taking advantage of the surrounding
natural resources as an asset and acknowledged their enthusiasm and commitment to the school and community.
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Dramatic Learning
Benefits Students
HE Valley School Drama Club’s theatrical productions
are a beloved tradition for the community each fall
and spring, thanks to the experienced guidance of program director Theresa Carr. This extracurricular activity
offers valuable lifelong learning experiences and skills.
While participating in Drama Club may seem like all
fun and games, behind the scenes there is a whole lot of

T

VSD Board Meeting Notice
Upcoming VSD Board meetings are
January 19th, February 16th, and March 16th
at 6:00 p.m.

School Board
Bill Wilson
(President)
www.valleysd.org

Doug Elledge
Paul Voelker
Crystal Hubert

Nancy Cocroft
Superintendent
Ben Ferney

Art paraeducator Gail Churape incorporated several
PEI units on environmental artists, guiding middle school
students to create mandalas (graphic patterns in the form
of a divided circle as a symbol of the universe) with natural
found objects such as leaves, sticks, moss, pebbles and
pinecones. Another student group sketched a landscape
from a “sit-spot” on campus and then completed a pointillism painting from the sketch. Fourth graders created
leaf art using leaves collected around the playground. Gail
indicates “students love to get outdoors and create art.”
Mr. Rindlisbacher’s fifth grade class researched, studied and observed the value of certain trees by looking
at their natural material, shade, watershed protection,
aesthetic features, and what other life forms depend on
that tree. Students then wrote very creative stories as if
they were a tree and explored different happenings in
their life as a tree.
Second grade teacher Misty Larson challenged her
students to find an outdoor sit-spot and write about what
they saw, heard and felt, then share their observations
with the class. In the award acceptance video, Mrs. Larson
shared how much she appreciates these connections to
the community and environment, which help remind us to
appreciate the beauty around us, and what we have in Valley. v Watch the video at www.valleysd.org on the school page
cognitive activity going on. The benefits of performing
arts are multi-faceted, enhancing academic, social, emotional and physical development. Students gain self-confidence as they learn and improve public speaking, verbal
and nonverbal communication skills. Focused listening
and observation are necessary to receive instruction and
collaborate with other students and staff during rehearsal
and performances. Kids exercise memory skills to recite
dialog and follow cues to move on stage. Applying imagination and creative thinking helps students problem-solve
and discover new ideas. (continued on page 4)
Non-Discrimination Statement
Valley School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis
of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual
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a disability, and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth
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or by calling the district office at 509-937-2791.
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New School Counselors Impact Students
WO new counselors joined Valley
School District staff in 20202021 and their combined energy and
experience are invigorating counseling
services for Valley K-12 students.
While Kimberly McNees’ office is at
Valley School and Donny Miller works
primarily at Columbia Virtual Academy
(CVA) and Paideia High School, both
have key roles in all three school programs and work collaboratively with
school principals and staff to elevate
student well-being and personal accomplishments.
In small schools, counselors necessarily wear many hats and provide
a wide array of services. “My job is
to support students, and what that
entails may change from day to day,
depending on the need of students,
staff and families,” Mrs. McNees explains.
CVA Principal Dave Vail emphasizes the importance of these services
to children. “Counselors have a different level of trust with students and
families, well beyond what a teacher is
able or trained to do. Their knowledge
helps staff gain professional learning
in childrens’ social emotional development.”
In K-8 classrooms, lessons help
students develop self-regulation,
effective communication and social
skills, study habits and conflict resolution. Valley School uses the Zones of
Regulation and Kelso’s Choice curricula to teach kids strategies to manage
emotions and distinguish little problems from big problems.
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Kimberly heads up small student
groups that may focus on anger, anxiety, bullying, grief or crisis management, as well as friendship groups.
She facilitates the Student Success
Team, and collects and reviews data

IMBERLY McNEES grew up in the Spokane area
and attended EWU for an undergraduate degree
in psychology and master’s degree in psychology/
mental health and master’s in school counseling. She
is credentialed as a Child Mental Health Specialist with
certifications in several evidence-based therapies. Kimberly previously worked as a private therapist in the
Spokane community as well as the Veterans Administration, but in 2018 transitioned to schools. “Working
with youth is really where my heart is at.” Kimberly is
married with three children ages 6-11 and they share
their home with a cat, Mrs. Jeffries, a fish and two frogs. As a family they love
to travel, do outside activities, and play games – and with Legos!
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“I don’t have a favorite quote but do find myself saying to
my children and many students, “You can do hard things.”
I believe that wholeheartedly and hope that they, too, can
believe that; until then, we will do hard things together.”
to help plan, implement and track
interventions for students needing
individualized behavior or academic
support to boost their achievement at
school. Kimberly compiles and sends
out a monthly counseling newsletter
to parents with tips and information.
At Paideia, counselor Donny
Miller guides students through High
School and Beyond goals, graduation pathways, and course and credit
requirements to ensure graduation
and a smooth transition to adulthood.

ONNY MILLER comes from a family of educators
in Eastern Washington, including two sisters.
Donny attended Washington State University and Whitworth University for his degrees. When he is not doing
school-related work, you can most likely find Donny
watching a ball game or, as soon as the snow is gone,
golfing (his main passion). That plays well with his
current role as Valley School Athletic Director. “Sports
are a great way for students to have a safe activity that
teaches many life lessons.”
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One of Donny’s favorite quotes is:

Donny also serves as the School Assessment Coordinator at Paideia, administering and supporting required
state testing and college or military
entrance exams.
As the first counselor for the dis-

Integrity is doing the right thing even if no one is watching. – C.S. Lewis

trict’s alternative learning experience
program, CVA, Donny interacts with
students learning remotely, assisting
with individual academic planning to
support their success in the online
program. This work is the foundation
for development of a quality counseling program applicable to the online
learning environment.
District counseling ser vices
extend to families in the community,
too. Kimberly serves as the Homeless
Services liaison and Foster Care
liaison. Both counselors are familiar
with regional community resources
and agencies and connect families
with services to address needs in
health, housing, clothing, nutrition,
mental health, and employment.
The counselors support and work
with Valley community partners in
the Bite2Go food program and Tree
of Sharing during the holidays. “We
want to ensure that each student is
supported with what they need to
come to school prepared and ready
to learn.” v
www.valleysd.org
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Dramatic Learning Benefits Students – continued from pg. 2

The Abominable Snowman corners
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer and
companions in a scene from Drama
Club’s December show.

Statistics show that young people who participate weekly in the arts are four
times more likely to be recognized for academic achievement, and three times
more likely to be elected to a class office or win an attendance award.
Producing a show takes weeks of hard work. On average, 35 students participate and learn about stagecraft, lighting, costuming and makeup, and acting. Mrs.
Carr indicates that each play costs approximately $2500 to perform. She keeps
admission fees low for families by holding fundraisers to supplement the school
budget. The afterschool club is free for students. For them, it’s all about the fun
of taking part, and each participant receives recognition for their contributions.
The rewards for students–and everyone else–are immeasurable. v

Supporting
YOUNG
Achievers

alley Early Learning Center
(VELC) strives to create a love
of learning in children that will set
them up for success in kindergarten
and beyond. Young learners’ days
are filled with rich, play-based activities and routines that
teach skills and build a
child’s natural curiosity
about their surroundings.
VELC students bring
joyful sounds and happy
faces to campus. They
bond with big kids and
staff during Pep Club
holiday crafting sessions,
tours of high school animal ecosystems, and annual trick-or-treating at
the District Office/CVA
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Learn more at https://www.publicschoolreview.com/blog/how-the-arts-benefit-your-

children-academically-and-behaviorally

January
3 First Day of School in 2022
17 Holiday–NO SCHOOL

February
8 Special Election Day

Please remember to vote!

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

16 School Board Meeting

6:00pm | VSD Broadcast Studio

21 Holiday–NO SCHOOL

19 School Board Meeting
27 End of First Semester

28 Staff Dev. Day–NO SCHOOL
PHS, VS, VELC

Building. These and other
classroom experiences facilitate learning through active
movement and play.
The program provides
comprehensive, free fullday ECEAP preschool and
Transitional Kindergarten,
and also extends vital
services to young, often
struggling, families in
our area: free nutritious
meals, child development

Valley School District #070
3030 Huffman Rd.
Valley, WA 99181-9749
(509) 937-2791

6:00pm | VSD Broadcast Studio
Presidents’ Day

Join the PHS Boosters for Bears
monthly meetings on the third Thursday,
6:30 p.m. at Valley Grange.

and parenting resources, health and
safety services, home visits, therapies,
and accessible childcare. VELC is the
largest year-round licensed childcare
provider in Stevens County, providing
services for over 60 children age 30
months to 12. The Center’s well-trained
staff and program have earned high
ratings through the Washington Early
Achievers Quality Recognition System.
Valley School District is proud to
help our youngest citizens get a strong
start to a lifelong love of learning.
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